
The Jewish community still does not have the considerable means necessary 
for it to be able to open the doors of the synagogue in 2019. For historical 
reasons, it has no resources of its own at its disposal. To close the funding 
gap as quickly as possible, the Friends Association seeks donations from the 
citizens of Regensburg and from companies and organisations. Any amount 
is welcome!
Anyone wishing to give €500 or more will also be rewarded with a „symbolic 
brick“. That means that the website of the Friends Association will contain 
bricks bearing the names of their donors – if this is what they wish. Here, 
it is not only individuals we are appealing to, but also associations, Friends 
associations, schools or firms, that can contribute to and take part in turning 
the new synagogue for Regensburg into a citizens‘ project!

Dieter Weber
Chairman of the Friends Association of the New Regensburg Synagogue

How to donate:
Please transfer an amount of your choice to the following account, using the 

reference „Neues Jüdisches Zentrum“:

 Förderverein Neue Regensburger Synagoge e.V.

 Sparkasse Regensburg, Acc. 265 954 39, Sort Code 75050000

 IBAN DE12 7505 0000 0026 5954 39

So that the Association can issue a donation receipt to you or put a name 

on „your“ brick, please send an e-mail with your name and address to  

info@synagoge-regensburg.de. 

In this way you can also notify the Association if you would like to remain 

anonymous or you do not wish the amount of the donation to be mentioned.

Further information
The Friends Association of the New Regensburg Synagogue introduces itself 

with its own website: www.synagoge-regensburg.de/, where it provides in-

formation on current dates and events. The Jewish community offers more 

information on Jewish life in Regensburg at www.jg-regensburg.de

https://www.betterplace.org/de/projects/43569-neues-judisches-zentrum 
-fur-regensburg
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Friends Association 
of the 
New Regensburg Synagogue

„We‘re restoring 
the house of prayer to the 
Jewish community stone by stone“

„Join us in making the synagogue 
a citizens‘ project!“

Dear citizens of Regensburg,

The new Jewish community centre is 
something that is close to my heart. After 
all, it was specifically the people of our 
city who destroyed the synagogue and 
brought endless suffering to our fellow Jewish citizens in the Third Reich. 
As a society, we therefore have a historical responsibility in Regensburg. 
This is so great that it would be hard to speak of ever being able to make 
amends. Rebuilding the Regensburg synagogue and giving it back to our 
fellow Jewish citizens is the least we can do.

For me, as Lord Mayor of Regensburg, it goes without saying that the city 
will participate financially in building the synagogue. We have already  
budgeted for two million euros. And I am very pleased that the government 
has also agreed to provide its support. 

Apart from public funds, however, we also need the widespread commit-
ment of the citizens of Regensburg. That is why I am glad to support the 
Friends Association of the New Regensburg Synagogue, a remarkable pro-
ject initiated by non-Jewish citizens who want to help fund the construction.

A great step has also been made with the decision regarding what the 
new synagogue at Am Brixener Hof should look like. The architecture of 
Staab Architekten from Berlin is truly remarkable. It not only makes the 
synagogue an important meeting centre – it also sends out the message 
of peace and reconciliation.

I therefore call to you, my fellow citizens, to join in helping the Jewish 
faith to receive a permanent place in our city again – with a new, modern 
synagogue. Because that is the least we can do.

Lord Mayor 
Joachim Wolbergs

Cover picture: The sculptor Dani Karavan built the „ORT DER BEGEGNUNG“ (meeting 
place) on the foundations of the mediaeval synagogue. It commemorates the shared 
existence of Christians and Jews which marked society in Regensburg for many 
centuries.
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In Spring 2015, the Jewish community launched 
an architecture competition for a new community 
centre with a synagogue. Volker Staab architects 
from Berlin won the competition with a modern 
design which blends in superbly with the historical 
World Heritage Site of Regensburg. The ground 
floor of the new building with the stone facade will 
contain the meeting room and the synagogue will 
be on the first floor. 

The entrance to the Jewish centre will be on 
Brixener Hof through a small courtyard. This lends 
an inviting openness to the design – despite the 
security requirements which are (unfortunately) 
necessary for a Jewish establishment. The interior 
of the synagogue is of simple design. Wood, stone 
and natural light combine to create a meditative 
atmosphere. 

There has been a Jewish community living in 
Regensburg since at least the 10th century. Historically 
speaking it is one of the oldest and most significant 
Jewish communities in the German-speaking countries. 

The Jewish quarter and the synagogue have always lain 
at the heart of the city of Regensburg. As far back as 
1230 the community had a synagogue with 300 seats, a 
Talmud university, a school and a rabbinical court, not to 
mention a community hall, a hospital, a ritual bath and a 
cemetery. However, on January 12, 1519, the people of 
Regensburg destroyed the synagogue, which had stood 
on Neupfarrplatz, and drove the Jews out of Regensburg.

On August 29, 1912, a new synagogue was inaugurated 
at Schäffnerstrasse 2 (now Am Brixener Hof 2) with 290 
seats for men and 180 for women. Next to it was built 
a community hall with a prayer room, a Jewish adult 
education centre, an assembly hall, an apartment for the 
cantor, shamash and caretaker, and a ritual bath.

In what was called the „Kristallnacht“ of November 9/10, 
1938, this synagogue was burned down, and the Jewish 
population had to clear the rubble themselves. The Jews 
were driven out onto the streets, and Jewish shops and 
businesses were demolished and looted by the SS, SA 
and NSKK. They were kept prisoner at the police stations 
at Jakobstor and Minoritenweg, and were driven through 
the city in a „march of shame“ on November 10. For 
many of them, the journey ended in the gas chambers 
of concentration camps. The Jewish community received 
no compensation for the destruction of the synagogue.

There has been no synagogue in Regensburg since it 
was destroyed. The citizens of Regensburg can only 
be grateful that despite the genocide of the Jewish 
population, Jewish people have continued to settle in 
Regensburg again to this day, the Jewish way of life has 
returned to the city and a Jewish community has grown 
and flourished.

With its many newcomers, the Jewish community has 
increased greatly over the last 20 years. Meanwhile 
it has over 1000 members. However, the fact that its 
membership has increased tenfold also means new 
challenges. To strengthen the Jewish way of life in our city 
in future, what the community needs first and foremost is 
enough space for all its members. That is why the big 
task at present is to renovate the Jewish centre with a 
synagogue, rooms for cultural events and activities, and 
administrative offices.
For this reason, around 50 non-Jewish citizens, men and 
women from the political arena, business, universities 
and public figures from the city have founded the 
Friends Association of the New Regensburg Synagogue 
(„Förderverein Neue Regensburger Synagoge“). A 
citizens‘ project whose goal is for the Regensburg 
community to take responsibility for its history and and 
help the Jewish community build the new synagogue – 
with both funding and ideas.

Jewish history in Regensburg:
Our historical responsibility

Meditative and inviting: The new synagogue 
according to the plans by Volker Staab

Friends Association supports building of 
new synagogue – with funding and ideas

From 1912 to 1938, the Regensburg Synagogue was at Am Brixener Hof (then called 
Schäffnerstraße): The new synagogue will be built in the same place. Natural light 
and materials will be the main features of the interior design of the new synagogue.
Pictures © Staab Architekten (competition booth)


